Mesalamine-related lung disease: clinical, radiographic, and pathologic manifestations.
Lung injury related to mesalamine (5-aminosalicylic acid) has rarely been reported in patients with inflammatory bowel diseases. Patients present with progressive respiratory symptoms and radiographic abnormalities whose genesis may occur from days to years after initiation of therapy. Although pathologic features overlap with other pulmonary disorders, findings of chronic interstitial pneumonia and poorly formed nonnecrotizing granulomas should prompt consideration of mesalamine-related lung disease in a patient receiving this medication. The authors describe the clinical, radiographic, and pathologic manifestations of mesalamine-related lung disease in three patients and review the literature related to this topic.